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"TO SEE AFRICAN NEED THROUGH AFRICAN EYES"

In order to determine the need and desirability of
another African_student Airliff in 1961 similar to the Air—
1ift made possible in 1960 by a gréﬁt of $100,000 frdm the’_
Kennedy Foundation, the African Ameridan Studeﬁts Foundation
~which conducted the Alrlifts of 1959 and 1960, requested me,
as President of the Foundation, to make an bh—the-scene in-
vestigation, This I have Just concluded after a six weeks
viglt in East and Central Africa and 1 respectfully submit
my report and-conclusioﬂs. |
This report covers the East and Central African coun-
tries of: Kenya, Tanganylika, Uganda, Fanzibar, Northern
'Rhodesia and Southern Rhodesla. These'countries have a com-
bined total population of 29,000,000, bf which 28,000,000 are
Africans. o |
In the course of my visit, I met and diécussed African '

educational needs and the Airlift with|colonial and African

government officials, African leaders,|parents of students in

the United States through previous Airlifts, and students _'
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adequate preparation through higher education for self-govern-
ment. When self-government comés toiKenya, Uganda, Northern
Rhodesia and Southern Rhodesia, as it has come recently to
Tanganyika, the lack of adequéte educatiﬁn opportunities for
Africans will be even more glaringly appafent. Thé result
will'be wholly inadequate numbers of tfained civil‘éervants
who are African, Over and over agéin, T was told by Africané
and American officials how constructive and important was last
year's Alrlift, ﬁade possible by the|Kennedy Féundation grant.
It was taken as a great symbol of Amgrican concefn and of the
President's personal interest in the solutioﬁ of the problems
of African educaﬁion.
An American pfofessor studying African attitudes in

East Africa told me thﬁt "nothing hag done more for Uhited
States prestige than the Airlift." Many Africans expressed
the hope that this was a forérunner of incréased American sub-
port for broader educational opporturiities. Surely the dis-
appointment will be great if the number is decreaged, There
is deep cohcern that unless we fulfill this incessant demand
-much frustration and bitterness will develop. In the words of
one African leader, "The United Statds must make a more deter-
mined effort to see African need through African eyes."

| 8., . Through the Airlift, the Foundation has been able
to solve the transportation pyoblem not only for scholarship
students but also for.students'whb, on their own, have obtained
admission to U.S., colleges and universities, The Foundation has
also been able to arrange schoiarships for Africans at accredit-

ed colleges and universities, Interestingly enough, schools in

the United States have shown a great receptivity to African
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rangea in time, our Foundation wil} be more than happy to
glve our fullest cooperation. The%imperative goal 1g the
- proper fulfillment of African educqtional needs,}not the
instrument by which this is accomplished
I can best conclude this report.on_African educa-
'tional needs in East and Central Africa_by_quotingufrom a
. pecent report on Africa (February 12, 1960)_by the Senate
$tudj Mission to Africa (Churoh Committee),'to_the Sehaté
. Foreign Relations Commiﬁtee.} The repoft makes this pecom-
méndation.' | |
"We must stress the enormousvurgent need-for
education in Africa. While we were quite -
- aware of this need before leaving Washington,
it was brought home to us again and again in -

- our talks with government lpaders throughout .
- the conftinent, . _

"We belleve that the Unlted States should con-
tinue to make much greater efforts to assist
Africa through the means of 1ts educational

resources....“

In.addition, Oliver J. Caldvell Assistantlcommis-
sloner for International Education 1n the Office of Educa—
tion of the United States, recently proposed as quoted in
the New York Times on February 24, 1961 that: "Tn this
country, universities should train }O 000 African students
and the United States should establish a revolving loan
fund for ‘educational investments' in Africa."”

‘President Kennedy has called for the launching of an
American program of African educatioﬁ. Quite properly he has
observed that it'ShOUld be undeftaken in partnership with
African nations and in consultation with African leaders,

He has proposed . - a working confergnce of American offi-

cials and leaders of private groups Working in international




T strongly urge the calling of fThis conference as

quickly as possibie,.

| . _
I also urge, as stated aboVe, all interested and "

private agencies to assist 1n obtalning support for a Stu-'

dent Airlift in 1961 as gquickly as possible..

ATTACEMENTS

oa

I. THE FOUNDATION AND ITS PROGRAM

The Airlift Africa Program|of the African Americsn.
Students Foundation is a cooperative effort between:priVate
American Individuals and African leaders from the 5oﬁ,se1f_
governing territorles of East.and Central Africa, Opportun-
ities for higher education in thiSIarea have been far more -

limited than In West Afrlca; yet, as recent events in The

Congo have demonstrated, it is imperative that, as these

countries move toward independence, they develop not only ,

an intellectual elite, but massive bdmlnistrative'snd pro-

- fesslonal groups, -E »
h56 students from East and Central Africa have been

Airlifted t0 schools and colleges in the United States and
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5. To initiate prograhs which will meet the needs of
the students and stimulate American%interest in them, includ-~
ing cooperating with several national social work oriented
organizations to find famllies in the communities where the
students are located who will adop? the student during his
stay in this country. The purpose %f this 1s %o previde the
link between the classroom and the %ation so that the student
might be introduced to American homé life and find warm and

i
i

understanding friends. |

II. SCHOLARSHIP ASSISTANCE HECENTLY ANNOUNCED
' BY RUSSIA, RED CHINA, AND EGYPT

In the last two months aloné, three major educational

programs for Africans were anneuncedL

1. In Ghana, Prime Mlnlster Nkrumah announced at
Kumaél College that 3,000 Ghanian students will go to the
Soviet Union and other countries of ?he Eastern Bloc to study
gcience, ; | |
2, In Cairo, Al-Azhar Unive%éity reported that it had
already awarded scholarships to E,OOé Africans,

3. In Kenya, a prominent Af%ican leader, a member of
the Legislatlve Ceouncll, announced tﬂat 2,000 scholarships
from Russla and Red China were availéble and that he had al-
ready sent “over 30 students oversea# with Peking money and
scholarships,” a

I1T, EXISTING AMERICAN PROGRAMS bF SCHOLARSHIP AID

|

Announced American programs fbr 1961 for students from

East and Central Africa include:



ican Universities" whioh.is partialiy supported by Interna-
tional Cooperation Administration Funds

2. The United Negro College Fund has offered fifty o
(50) scholarships for 8ix oountrieséin East and Central Af~
‘riea, v .- _ |

3. There is a possible program of fifteen (15)
scholarshipe for Southern Rhode81a Sponsored by a Methodist
Mission Group.. |

4, There are a few additioﬂal private scholarship
programs, mainly from religious organizations, the exact
enumber of whieh is not known but. they are not 1ike1y to sup—'.
ply more than fifteen (15) soholarships¢ |

'5. Last year, the International Institute of Educa~'
tion administered seventy-five (75) U S. Government scholar-
ships for all sub-Sabara countries of Africa. The number
for this year has not as yet been announced but there is no
indication of any.consequential inorease. Even 1f the num-
ber for East and Central Africa is rEised to as many as
fifty {50), the total number of U.S. scholarships available

for East and Central Afrlca will not exceed 180,

| This should be compared with the Alrlift for 1960
whioh alone brought over 293 qualified students,

t

IV, THE NEEDS AND DESTRES OF THE AFRICANS
From my discussions with officials of the Colonial
_ _ | , : _
Governments and African leaders and educabors, it is appar-
ent that the number of students prepéred and qualified for

higher education far exceeds what the oombined‘American

programs will offer,




qualified for hilgher education.

Kenya: The Kenya Minister of Education has stated
that approximately 1,000 qualified students;will*obtain
Higher Cambridge School Certificates this year. Of these,

250 will be able to continue their?education at Makere in

Uganda and at the Royal Technologiqal College in Nailrobi,
Appfoximately 30 will obtain bursaﬁies to.schools in United
Kingdom countries, 0Of the femaining number, at least 500
are qualifled for higher education and African leaders in-
formed me 300 to 350 want and prefem education in the United
States., Add to this the backlog of‘students who have been
unable to obtain higher educatlon.fpr Ohe reason or another
in years past and st1ll desire to g%. ‘African leaders say
this number exceeds 100, for a totah of nearly 500 ready to
come here from Kenya.. _ i

! The Directors of the USIS iL Kenya showed me four vo-
luminous folders ofvinquiries from ?merican gschoolg and col-
leges who have recelved application% from Kehya students and
- who wished assistance in processing%them. The Foundation of-
flce in Nairobi 1s flooded with per%pective stﬁdents. Not
all of these, of course, are QUaliféed to come to the U.S.
But the opinion was widely expresseé by African leaders and
Améfican consular officials that thére will be a great deal
of frustration and disillusionment if at least a siiable pro-

porticn of thils demand for Americanieducation is not met, and

without ancother Airlift that cannot%be done,

Tanganylka: Prime Minister%Julius'Nyerere, one of

the most respected leaders in all oﬁ Africa, ftold me that he

expected over 100 qualified studenté to be avallable for



there are some 200 qualified applicants for whom there will
- not be places in East African ins%itutiOns or scholarships

in the_United‘Kingdom. !

Northern and Southern Rho&esia: I was advised in

private talks that there are 50 q@alified students who will
not be able to go to the Universi%y College at Salisbury
and would like to study in the United States,

In addition to the foregoing, the-Foundétion has re-
cetved requests from stﬁdents fro% the Portugése areas of |
Angola and Mozambique, wWhere 1ittie or no higher educational
opportunities are available for tﬁe ten million Africans,
and from approximately 50 or more%students in exile from
South Africa seeking university tﬁaining.denied them by a
South African government which ha% closed down_their insti-
ftutions. Inasmuch as the purposezof the Foundation 1s %o
meet educaticnal need 1n areas wh%re offielal programs are
limited or non~existent, I recomm%nd that the Foundation

give serious consideration to thes@ requests.



"This conference o PAFMECA has c%nsidered‘the whole
question of the need for morev9du?ational facilities
and fully appreciated the work do%e already through
various voluntary, self-help prog%ammes including fthe

recent student glrlilfts,

"The conference emphasizes the need for all leaders to
continue and increase'the 1nitiat3ve for such self-help
-programmes and to advisé the'peopée to learn to work
with more energy to supplemént an§ schoiarship help
which may be made available by va%ious overseas contacts

and aim at being able eventually to help themselves,

"The conference agreed that subseéuent sbtudent airlifts
and other sﬁch programmes with otéer countries are ne-
cessary especiglly in the wake of%preparation for inde-
pendence ahd'agfeéd that all'PAFMﬁCA leaders cooperate

fully in these matbers,

"The conference recognizes fully ﬁhe policy of non-
alignment to which Africa 1is committed and in ﬁhis COn-
text PAFMECA is not committed to éeeking educational

facilities from only one country o? groups of countries,”

R



